
Name 
* = not willing to
attend Inquiry

Interview 
Date

Notes

Malcolm Wade - 
Claimant

Wed 9 June Prompted to make claim after RSPB volunteers had altercation with two ladies walking dogs on route. Ladies reduced to 
tears. Mr Ken Bexley also abused by volunteers. Mr Wade went to Parish Council to find out what the position was, was 
told that the RSPB had made the route a permissive path. Mr Wade knew the route as a public right of way and so started 
the process of making the claim. He wanted the route to be always kept open for use by the public - public access 
shouldn’t be controlled by the RSPB.

Has always lived locally and played on the line, and on neighbouring land, as a child and youth. DE has never been under 
water - it does get muddy. It has become wetter in recent years since the RSPB put in a sluice gate to raise the water levels 
maybe 10 years ago. The barrier at D was put up by the RSPB because of a rare shrimp. The line to the east of Point D was 
backfilled after the land was sold by the railway, and then sold piecemeal, by the new landowners who expanded their 
business premises over the old railway track bed. Remembers RSPB removing trees and carrying out works - the track was 
never gated or barriered. Believes that any gate or barrier would have been removed by the public. The trees that were 
removed from site were not near the railway line and it wouldn’t make sense to take timber off-site along the railway line as 
other routes more convenient. Uses both BC and DE, roughly the same amount, depending on the length of walk they want 
to take.

Roy Burrows Wed 23 June Is aware that the route has been used a lot by the public since the railway stopped. Has personal knowledge of its use 
since 1968. Has used it regularly, walking, at least once a week, since moving to Bembridge in 1987. Uses the route to go 
for a walk as an alternative to walking along the beach, and for birdwatching. There is more to see on this route. Has always 
used DE to get to Embankment Road. The water level can be high on DE but could always get through - on planks that 
people had put down and also wore wellington boots when path likely to be muddy/wet. Considered BC to be private - did 
use BC but only when visiting Mr Hicks. Remembers RSPB doing works, but not on land adjacent to the railway line - trees 
were cleared near the farm to prevent raptors using them. Understood that the RSPB had implied that they had a right to 
close off the path, but spoke with a bird warden who told him that the RSPB were happy with the situation i.e. with people 
walking ABDE. Recollects seeing a noticeboard about wildlife - it may have included a map of the reserve but it didn’t say 
anything about where you go or people not having the right to be there. The current barrier at Point D makes a powerful 
statement - has been able to circumnavigate it but only wearing robust outer clothing. There’s nothing on the barrier to say 
who put it up or why - suspects it may be associated with a desire to develop the car park.

Michael Carline Mon 14 June Prior to 2010 walked regularly whilst on holiday, every year since the 1970’s. Lived on IoW since 2010 and walked 200 
times a year from 2010 onwards, until recently when dog has got too old. Never able to walk beyond Point D. Always able 
to use DE, but chose to use BC more often as it’s easier going. Parts of DE could be challenging in wet weather. Never 
seen barrier or gate across path. Didn’t remember seeing RSPB doing site works. Has seen information boards near the 
lagoon - info about wildlife e.g. shrimp. No maps showing where could / couldn’t walk. Always assumed it was a PROW, 
other people using it - walking, dog walking, cycling. Never walked it without meet somebody else on route.
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Cecil Dyer * Thu 10 June Used on foot and bike roughly 50/50, about 15 times per year each. On foot normally used DE, on bike 50/50 BC and DE - 
BC easier to use by bike. Used to go all way along, but stopped when east of D was built over. DE always accessible even 
when could still follow railway all the way to Bembridge. DE lower lying than the railway so gets muddy in wet weather, but 
has never been completely under water. Plank of wood laid across muddy ground to enable crossing. Fence preventing 
access beyond Point D put up in the 1970’s. Recalls the RSPB undertaking works, but never saw fence or barrier across 
the old railway. Gate put in the fence at the side of the railway track to allow access to the reserve. Thousands of people 
have used the route on foot, bike and horseback - they just went ahead and used it once the trains stopped. It’s a lovely 
path, very quiet. Said he didn’t want to attend a public inquiry as had ill health at the time of completing the form - now 
better.

Rosemary Edwards Sat 29 May Used twice a week on horseback 1966 to 2020 (stopped riding horse out due to Covid safety advice). Also walks the dog 
several times a week - at high tides when not possible to walk on beach. Doesn’t keep horse at Harbour Farm or ride with 
people from Harbour Farm. Used to work for previous landowner, Yarland Properties Ltd. The landowner took the view that 
it was fine for people to walk and ride on the railway line path as they understood it was safer than using the road. Indicated 
“permissive” status on form because she knew it was privately owned and knew that the owners were happy for the public 
to use the route. In Ms Edwards opinion it was more that Yarland Properties acquiesced in the use (didn’t bat an eyelid) 
rather than they pro-actively gave permission. No-one specifically gave her permission, but she knew that the landowner 
didn’t mind people using the route. Yarland Properties initially closed the path one day a year, but stopped doing this in the 
mid 1970’s as they thought it was pointless. Used BC more often than DE as it’s easier to use. DE gets muddy, but DE was 
never under water. Path blocked off to the east of Point D in the 1970’s when materials were tipped which blocked the 
track. Fence put up later - can’t remember when. Prior to being blocked off, used to follow the old railway line all the way 
into Bembridge. Has used DE since path blocked off when dry. Remembers RSPB doing works to the Reserve, but access 
along path was always possible. No barrier. Believes RSPB would have accessed the reserve from the Harbour Farm 
access road rather than the disused railway, as that would have been easier.

George Gaskin Mon 14 June Mr Gaskin and his wife have used the route since they were children. Used to go all the way into Bembridge across land 
owned by Mr Hicks, but the business units at the side of the route pushed their land back so that the path was closed off - 
early 1970’s. DE was open and people used it before the section east of Point D was closed off. Mrs Gaskin was told to not 
use DE about 5 years ago, just before it was fenced off, but that was the only time. DE was never under water - the surface 
was drier in summer than winter but always walkable. Both use the route several times a week - they enjoy birdwatching 
and it’s an easy (level), no stiles walk. Mr Gaskin cycled the route mainly in the 1990s through to 2001 - cycled with a friend 
every other day. Mr Gaskin has used BC, but rarely. DE is a longer off-road walk with more wildlife to see. Mr & Mrs Gaskin 
remember the RSPB felling oak trees, but don’t remember when. Mrs Gaskin thought the railway was barriered off to stop 
people using it. Mr Gaskin also thinks a fence was put up when the trees were taken down, but that the fence didn’t stay up 
for long because of the number of complaints.
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Michael Jacobs Fri 11 June Is 68 now, and has used the track all his life - has always lived locally. Had a brain injury 12 years ago and has some 
difficulties with recollection. Used to play on the surrounding land as a child. Used to walk all the way into Bembridge, has 
used DE since the track into Bembridge was blocked off. Has also used BC throughout - just as a different option. 
Remembers RSPB doing site works, recalls leaning on gate between disused railway track and marshes and site worker 
asking him what he was looking at, and that if he went onto the nature reserve he would be fined. He was never told not to 
use the railway track. Nor were there ever any gates or barriers across the disused railway track. Doesn’t remember what 
the signs say.

Sue McLagan Wed 16 June Prior to 1981, throughout the 1960’s and 70’s, used the route whilst staying at the family holiday home in Bembridge. Was 
at boarding school, and every holiday was spent at holiday home. Used to ride ponies from various local stables up to 
several times a week. Didn’t ride from Harbour Farm - was never given permission by any pony/stable owner - rode the 
route as if it were any other public route. Also used route on foot and on bike during this time - used to play on and around 
the route and used the route all the way through to Bembridge station where used to play on the turntable. Also used both 
BC and DE at this time as they were open and available. Lived abroad between 1981 and 2001. Since 2001, route east from 
D has been blocked off. Between 2001 - 2016 used the route on cycle and on foot, with dog. On average twice a week - 
even split between foot and bike. Used both BC and DE - DE for preference as it is a longer off-road route unless too 
muddy for footwear. DE is at the end of a lagoon - it used to be drier but RSPB management has made DE wetter. 
Remembers small building by Harbour Farm access route being dry and usable - now flooded and unusable. Remembers 
RSPB doing works to reserve here and at Brading Marshes - remembers unattended fires at Brading. Doesn’t remember 
being prevented from using the route by a barrier or gate, but would have climbed over a barrier/gate in order to continue 
using the route as she had always done. Remembers seeing Notice Boards near to Point D - but nothing on Notice Boards 
relating to public access or where people could or couldn’t walk. Believes the route should be kept open for everyone to 
enjoy - so much wildlife and many different bird species.

Richard Newell Wed 23 June Has walked the route since 1979 when moved to current address. From 1979 to mid-2000’s was a member of Brading 
Haven Yacht Club and used to walk the route a couple of times a week. Since not being a member, has walked it 
spasmodically, mostly dog walking. Has never used BC - considered it to be a private road owned by Mr Hicks. DE can be 
muddy and overgrown, but is never completely flooded. DE always passable. Has seen Notice Boards, but never anything 
about access or where people can or can’t walk. The Notice Boards are about the wildlife. The boatyard crossed by DE is 
owned by Mr Norris - there is a for sale board up.
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David Preston Thu 10 June Used to use on foot, horseback and cycle. Stopped horse riding in about 2000 - before that used to walk/cycle/ride equally 
3 times a week on average. The alternative was to use the road - the railway line route is safer and more pleasant. Uses 
both BC and DE, but uses DE more frequently as it means less use of road. Now only walks, about once a week. Lived 
nearby as a child and used the line as a playground when the trains stopped. Used to use the route all the way through to 
Bembridge station. Doesn’t remember when, but when the Harbour was bought by Selwyn and Woodnutt, the boatyard 
and other businesses did a deal with Selwyn who let them have the land behind their businesses, and the businesses 
expanded over and physically filled in the railway line land preventing use. Land between railway line and Embankment 
Road east of Harbour Farm access track has been flooded in recent years by the RSPB, so it is wetter now than it used to 
be. DE never so wet that it couldn’t be used - planks were put down. Doesn’t remember being prevented from using the 
railway, but vaguely remembers barriers being put up when RSPB doing works, but barriers were immediately removed, 
probably by the public.

John Richards Wed 23 June Has walked the claimed routes since moving to Bembridge in 1974. Is a member of the Brading Haven Yacht Club, and 
regularly walks to the Club and back - roughly twice a week during the 1970’s-2000’s, less frequently now due to age. 
Sometimes used to go beyond Point D, but not as a through route to Bembridge - used it to access land privately owned 
by an acquaintance. Has always used both BC and DE - DE is the route of choice, as it is closer to Bembridge, but 
occasionally after heavy rain DE would be difficult to use so would opt to use BC. Has seen planks put down on DE over 
the muddy ground. Remembers RSPB doing site works in the 2000’s but was never prevented from using the route by a 
gate or barrier across the path. Has seen information boards - information about the site and the wildlife e.g. the hairy 
shrimp. Attended a lecture about the shrimp. The signs didn’t refer to access, or provide maps showing where people could 
or couldn’t go. Always assumed that people could walk the route after the railway stopped running. Understands that 
Malcolm Thorpe (who he thought still owned the old railway line) was very happy to allow public access. The RSPB has 
raised the water levels which attracts more birds, and many people come for birdwatching. The old railway line is a good 
place for watching wildlife. People have used the route on a daily basis since he came to Bembridge - has seldom walked 
the route without seeing someone else.

Pat Scott Sat 19 June Used on foot and horseback, once or twice a week each until early 2000’s. After that on foot, walking and dog walking. 
Used to go all the way through to Bembridge Station on foot and horseback until the route got blocked off. After route 
through to Bembridge station blocked off, started using BC and DE - regularly used both routes on foot, choice depended 
on length of walk. Didn’t use DE on horse. DE used to get muddy, planks of wood needed to get across, but never 
completely under water. Doesn’t remember RSPB doing site works or removing trees.
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Linda Smith * Sat 29 May Used regularly since 2004 (before that when on holiday). Sometimes with dog just walked ABD return. Other times, and 
when going into Bembridge, used BC or DE. Preferred DE to avoid on-road walking, but when muddy/flooded would use 
BC instead. Remember RSPB doing works, removing shed, tree works etc. May have had to walk around heavy vehicles, 
but path never closed off - could always get through. Info boards very helpful - info about habitats, wildlife etc. No maps on 
boards. Doesn’t want to appear at Inquiry as not good at public speaking.

Andrew Squibb * Thu 10 June Cycled to school 5 days a week. Since then cycles and walks about once every 3 weeks on average - more often cycling 
than walking. Uses both BC and DE, depending on how feeling on the day. Both BC and DE on foot and bike. Car park 
used for materials and plant for Yar Bridge replacement in 1991-92 may have obstructed DE. DE gets soggy sometimes, 
but not so that it can’t be used. Doesn’t remember any fences/barriers across railway line. Indicated ‘no’ to inquiry due to 
work commitments.

Deborah Valvona Thu 10 June Has used on foot, bike and horseback throughout the whole period. More recently most use on foot, and now uses more 
often, once or twice a week, with dogs and grandchildren. Kept horse in village, not at Harbour Farm. Used both BC and 
DE on horse, bike and foot - would use DE more often as visibility better when exiting onto Embankment Road. Has known 
DE to be very wet, and believed it to be under water just before it was cordoned off, but not before that. Didn’t use the 
route when the RSPB was doing the site works, due to perception that it was dangerous, so doesn’t know whether it was 
fenced/gated or not.
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Bembridge DMMO - User Evidence Forms 

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other

Mavis Ashford 1990 2016 Y 100-150 per 
year

Leisure and avoid traffic

Amanda Attrill 1976 2017 Y Daily Dog walking

Jeremy Attrill 1976 1992 Y Y Daily To school and recreation

Valerie Attrill 1975 2016 Y Lots Horse riding

George Baker 2001 2016 Y 10 per year Not B-C, D-E; Dog walking, photography

Paul Baker 2001 2016 Y 40 per year Not B-C, D-E; Dog walking

David Bateman 1991 2016 Y Weekly A-B-C only; To surgery

Kathleen Bateman 1991 2016 Y Y Y Weekly A-B-C only; Dog walking, horse riding

Sandra Beaney 1956 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking

Alan Beaton 1987 Y 3-5 per year Not B-C; Leisure

Connie Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Not B-C; Dog walking

Ken Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Dog walking

Anthea Blackwell 1960’s 2016 Y 60 - 72 per 
year

Not B-C; Birdwatching, shopping, visiting friends, 
blackberrying

Jane Bland 1960 2017 Y Weekly Pleasure

William Bland 1969 2017 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Leisure

Alan Blenkinsop 2009 2016 Y Several Not B-C; Status believed to be permissive; Mentions 
RSPB Info Board



Clare Blenkinsop 2009 2016 Y Several Not B-C; Status believed to be permissive; Mentions 
RSPB Info Board

Lesley Booth 1986 2016 Y -

Richard Bond 2009 2016 Y 12 per year Pleasure

Steven Brooks 1976 2016 Y Y Y Motorcycle Weekly Not B-C; Accessed marshes area as well

James Bullin 1960’s 2016 Y 20 per year Recreation

Roy Burrows 1987 2016 Y 25 per year Recreation, Birdwatching; Natural history noticeboard; 
Mr Hides was the landowner

Alasdair Campbell 2007 2016 Y 40 per year Dog walking

Michael Carline 1970’s 2016 Y 200 per year Leisure; RSPB and Lagoons noticeboards

David Cassell 1958 1968 Y Y 6-8 per year Family walks

Martin Coombes 1954 2016 Y Y Many Leisure, dog walking, birdwatching, commute

Simon Coombes 1983 2016 Y Y 4-6 per year Bridleway to Harbour Farm, then footpath; Dog walking, 
Pleasure, Commuting; Since baby in pram

Brian Cole 1975 2016 Y Y 50 per year Leisure

Tobba Cole 1970 2016 Y Y - Leisure, utility, avoid traffic

D Corney 1970 2016 Y Many

Roger Curtis 2006 2016 Y Several Pleasure

Caroline Death 2000 2016 Y 6 per year Dog walking and utility

Clive Dove 1965 2016 Y 20 per year Dog walking

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Jo Dove 1965 2016 Y 20 per year           “

Cecil Dyer 1965 2016 Y Y 30 times per 
year

Valerie Dyer 1975 2000 Y Most 
weekends

Not B-C; Dog walking

Sunny Eastwick 1950’s 2016 Y Many Dog walking and pleasure

Rosemary Edwards 1966 2016 Y Y Twice a 
week

Believed permissive

Anna Fauzy-Ackroyd 2006 2016 Y 30 per year Not B-C; Utility and leisure; Information notices about 
wildlife; sits on wooden bench

Samuel Fingham 2000 2016 Y Running 20 per year

Jonathan Fitness 1997 2016 Y 10 - 15 per 
year

Utility and pleasure; RSPB Boards and Wildlife Info

George Gaskin 1970’s 2016 Y Y 350 per year Walking and birdwatching; Path used to go through to 
Bembridge until 1970-80 when fence put up. The No 
PROW signs refer to the River Yar and were to stop 
people walking up the riverbank. Map shows fences

Sharon Gaskin 1965 2017 Y 300 per year Path used to continue to Copse into road - shown on 
map. Recent nature reserve signs. Old ‘Private land 
trespassers will be prosecuted’ sign on rhs of path by 
metal gate in marshes on Thornycroft owned land

David Godfrey 1965 2016 Y 30 per year Not B-C; Dog walking

Raymond Gough 1976 2016 Y 2-3 per year Walking and Birdwatching; Lives in Ryde; Map shows 
path continuing beyond D

Sandra Gough 1976 2016 Y 3-4 per year         “        Brought children on nature walks

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Joanne Haigh 1985 2016 Y 12 per year Walking

Lawrie Hanks 1971 2017 Y 20 per year Recreation and Birdwatching

John Harrison 1996 2016 Y 20 per year Not B-C; Fitness, avoid road

Ursula Harrison 1996 2016 Y 100 per year Not B-C; Utility, Birdwatching, Blackberrying

John Hawkes 2014 2016 Y Weekly Not B-C; Dog walking and birdwatching

Sonia Hawkes 2012 2016 Y 40 per year Not B-C; Dog walking and birdwatching

Nicholas Hawkins 1969 2016 Y 4-5 per year Not B-C; Pleasure; Used to be longer, marked on map

Kenneth Hayden 2011 2016 Y 20-50 per 
year

Leisure

Pia Henderson 2013 2016 Y - Utility

Archibald Henley 1966 1976 Y Twice a 
week

To work

Graham Henley 1975 2016 Y 10 per year Pleasure

Robin Henley 1953 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Dog walking; Started walking when the train stopped; 
Acquainted with previous owners Thorney Croft (1960) 
and Mr Hicks (1990)

Deborah Hewitt 1997 2016 Y 15 per year Walking and Dog walking

Nicholas Hewitt 1995 2016 Y 20 per year Dog walking

Peter Hewitt 1999 2016 Y 40 per year Pleasure

Geraldine Hewlett 1991 2016 Y - Leisure and utility; Map shows path continuing to east

Gary Hickman 2008 2016 Y - Not B-C, D-E; Dog walking; Map shows path continuing 
to east

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Jennifer Hickman 2006 2016 Y -             “                        “

Trevor Hickman 2006 2016 Y -             “                        “

Elizabeth Hicks 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Walking; Path public since railway closed in 1950’s

R Humphrey 1980’s 2011 Y 12 per year Pleasure

Gwendoline 
Hutchinson

2014 2016 Y 5 per year Utility; Salt Lagoons signs

Barry Jacobs 1975 1985 Y 40 per year Not B-C; Utility

Howard Jacobs 1967 2016 Y 20 per year Pleasure; Walked during lunchtime 1967-2012

Michael Jacobs 1950’s 2016 Y 100 per year Used to walk through to old station; Map shows 2 notice 
boards and 2 fences across path at eastern end

Mark Jacobs 1960’s 2016 Y 8-10 per 
year

Dog walking and wildlife

Sara Janson 1965 2016 Y Most 
months

Pleasure; Western end access moved by a few feet; 
Wildlife info board; directional footpath sign at junction 
with Drive - marked on map

Daniel Johan 1975 2016 Y - Walking and read info boards

Kim Joyce 2012 2016 Y 100 per year Pleasure; Brading marshes nature reserve’ and 
‘Bembridge lagoons” notices; Previous owner of 
Harbour Farm told her it was a public footpath; Seat and 
information board saying ‘There are many miles of public 
footpaths and permissive rights of way around the 
reserve for you to explore’ with a map on which paths 
are marked including this one

Jacqueline King 1996 2016 Y Twice a 
week

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Christina Lacey 1965 2016 Y 12-15 per 
year

Pleasure

Richard Lacey 1955 2016 Y Y 10-12 times 
a year

Linda Lane 1986 2016 Y 200 per year Dog walking; Private signs on road leading to Harbour 
Farm - marked on map

Robert Lowe 2006 2016 Y 1-2 per day Dog walking

David Marrow 1997 / 
2007

1984 / 
2016

Y 40 per year Not B-C; Retired clergyman

Robert Matthews 2013 2016 Y Once per 
year

Sue McLagan 1960’s 2016 Y Y Y Weekly Excluding 1981-2001; Noticeboard near ponds - wildlife

Ray Metcalfe 2014 2016 Y Many Not B-C, D-E; Map shows path continuing to east

Elizabeth Mitchell 1970 2016 Y Y 1 per year Kept horse at Harbour Farm

Caroline Musker 1968 / 
1979 / 
2014

1974 / 
1992 / 
2016

Y 10 per year Recreation

Richard Newell 1979 2016 Y 20 per year Not B-C; Changed at back of Bembridge Boatyard; 
RSPB Reserve Noticeboard; Narrative included

Philip Norris 1987 2016 Y 50 per year Refers to Prescriptive Act 1832

Sarah Noyes 1977 2016 Y 15 per year Dog walking; Gate/obstruction at Bembridge Boat Yard; 
Knows owner 1982 - 2016

Kenneth Orchard 1970’s 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Not B-C; Leisure, dog walking

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments
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Linda Orchard 1986 2016 Y 6 per year Not B-C; Recreation

Charles Orr 1994 2016 Y 20 per year

Sandra Orr 1994 2016 Y 20 per year

Sarah Philipsborn 1999 2016 Y 50 per year Used to walk eastern end; saw a sign on 28/11/2016

Alan Phillips 1971 2003 Y 20-25 per 
year

Not B-C; 1975-1978 200 times per year; otherwise 
20-25 times

Heidi Playford 1995 2016 Y Many Not B-C, D-E; Map shows path continuing to east

David Preston 1960 2016 Y Y 50-150 per 
year

Avoid main road

Colin Ratcliffe 2002 2016 Y 20 per year Recreation

John Richards 1974 2016 Y 40 per year Used eastwards continuation; Info signs about flora and 
fauna in Bembridge Lagoons - marked on map

Yvonne Richards 1972 2016 Y 36 per year Utility and recreation

Thomas Robinson 1988 2016 Y Y 20-30 per 
year

Natural history info notice with map; Used path to get to 
work on foot and bike

Anthony Rumford 1960 2016 Y Most 
weekends

Birdwatching

Dean Scot 1970’s 2016 Y 50 per year Used to walk eastern end

Pat Scott 1960’s 2016 Y Y Often Used to go to Bembridge station

Sally-Jayne 
Simmonds

1990 2016 Y Weekly

Sarah Simmonds 1986 2016 Y Weekly

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments
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Susan Simmonds 1970’s 2016 Y Weekly Dog walking

Stanley Skinner 1975 2016 Y 35 times per 
year

Stuart Skinner 1975 2016 Y Weekly

Anthony Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year

Elaine Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year

Linda Smith 1950’s 2016 Y Daily Dog walking and shopping; Wildlife info signs - marked 
on map

Derek Sothcott 1964 2016 Y - Dog walking and shopping

Kay Sothcott 1970 2016 Y Y Weekly Exit used to be near pilot boat; was signposted public 
footpath

Andrew Squibb 1985 2016 Y Y Weekdays To school

Marion Squibb 2000 2010 Y Disability 
Buggy

100 per year

Peter Summerhayes 1960 2016 Y 4 per year

Graham Sutton 1965 2016 Y 30 times per 
year

Dog walking; Path blocked at Wades Boatyard

David Tallis 2002 2017 Y 6-10 per 
year

Not B-C

John Thompson 2001 2016 Y Y 50-60 per 
year

Not B-C; Map shows eastward continuation; Shopping 
and recreation

Patricia Thompson 2000 2016 Y Y Weekly Not D-E; Map shows eastward continuation; Shopping 
and recreation; Expect to meet 2-3 other people

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Geoffrey Tindle 1966 2016 Y 2-3 per year Map shows ‘finish’ at end of eastward continuation, but 
eastward continuation not marked

Penelope Townson 1970 2016 Y 6-12 per 
year

Pleasure

Lucy Vale 2008 2016 Y 12 per year Walking and Dog walking

Deborah Valvona 1978 2016 Y Y Y 20-25 per 
year

Vincent Valvona 1976 2016 Y Y 3-4 per year

Danny Vokins 1980’s 2000’s Y 30 per year Incomplete form; Birdwatching; Map shows eastwards 
continuation;

Faith Wade 1960 2016 Y 3-4 per year ‘Highways Act 1959’ signs put up by Mrs P Stratton to 
stop people walking up the left bank of the Yar. Track 
originally went to station.

Glenn Wade 1972 1982 Y 3-4 per year

Julie Wade 1974 1984 Y 3-4 per year

Malcolm Wade 1953 2016 Y 6 per year Used track since last train ran in 1953 - walked along 
side of track until rails removed by Cohens; Path used to 
extend further, now stops at boatyard; 2 x 1959 Act 
signs - one on Water Board property beside bridge, 
other in field on Bembridge side of Yar owned by Mrs 
Stratton to stop people walking on and fishing from 
banks of Yar.

Robin Wade 1989 2016 Y Y 5-6 per year

Susan Way 1968 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments
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Richard Weaver 1979 2016 Y Y 12-20 per 
year

Pleasure and amenity

Terence Weaver 1956 2016 Y 3-4 per year Relaxation

Roy Wheeler 1966 2016 Y 300 per year Dog walking and bird watching; Private signs on 
Harbour Farm road

David Whiting 1988 2016 Y 25 per year Not B-C 

Susan Whiting 1988 2016 Y 50-60 per 
year

Dog walking, exercise, bird watching

James Wilson 1971 2016 Y - Used path as nature walk as a Cub leader 

Priscilla Wilson 1970’s 2016 Y Weekdays

Stephen Wilson 1971 2016 Y Y 6-8 per year Not B-C, D-E; Map shows path continuing to east

Brian Williams 1950’s 2016 Y 10-12 times 
a year

Route changed due to fence being put across track - in 
summer could walk edge of lagoon; Personal statement 
added - walked track since rails removed bypassing a 
Toll Gate [tolls abolished in 1971]; Notice prohibiting 
walking related to Banks of River Yar

David Williams 1965 2016 Y 40 per year

Sue Williams 1968 2016 Y 16 per year

Phyllis Woodcock 1966 1991 Y -

Roger Woodcock 1966 1991 Y -

Totals: 144 22 11 4 people cycle and horse

Name Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments
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Table 2: Bembridge DMMO - User Evidence Forms 

People who used Section AB for all years between 1985 - 2005 

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other

Amanda Attrill 1976 2017 Y Daily Dog walking

Valerie Attrill * 1975 2016 Y Lots Horse riding

Sandra Beaney 1956 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking

Connie Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Not B-C; Dog walking

Ken Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Dog walking

Anthea Blackwell 1950’s 2016 Y 5 - 6 per 
month

Not B-C; Birdwatching, shopping, visiting friends, 
blackberrying

Jane Bland 1960 2017 Y 52 per year Pleasure

William Bland 1969 2017 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Leisure

Steven Brooks 1976 2016 Y Y Y Motorcycle Weekly Not B-C; Blackberrying and leisure; The route was also 
included in the marshes area

James Bullin 1960’s 2016 Y 20 per year Recreation

Michael Carline 1970’s 2016 Y 200 per year Leisure; RSPB and Lagoons noticeboards marked on 
map

Martin Coombes 1954 2016 Y Y Many Leisure, dog walking, birdwatching, commute; 
Occasionally cycle

Simon Coombes 1983 2016 Y Y 4-6 per year Bridleway to Harbour Farm, then footpath; Dog walking, 
Pleasure, Commuting; Since baby in pram

Brian Cole 1975 2016 Y Y 50 per year Leisure

Tobba Cole * 1970 2016 Y Y - Leisure, utility, avoid traffic



D Corney * 1970 2016 Y Many

Clive Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Jo Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Cecil Dyer * 1965 2016 Y Y 30 times per 
year

Sunny Eastwick 1950’s 2016 Y Many Dog walking and pleasure

Rosemary Edwards 1966 2016 Y Y Twice a 
week

Believed permissive; Dog walking and horse riding; 
Written statement regarding “No right of way” signage 
and land ownership

George Gaskin 1970’s 2016 Y Y 350 per year Walking and birdwatching; Path used to go through to 
Bembridge until 1970-80 when fence put up. The No 
PROW signs refer to the River Yar and were to stop 
people walking up the riverbank. Map shows fences

Sharon Gaskin 1965 2017 Y 300 per year Leisure, birdwatching, photography; Path used to 
continue to Copse into road - shown on map. Recent 
nature reserve signs. Old ‘Private land trespassers will 
be prosecuted’ sign on rhs of path by metal gate in 
marshes on Thornycroft owned land

David Godfrey 1965 2016 Y 25 - 30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking, recreation

Raymond Gough 1976 2016 Y 2-3 per year Walking, birdwatching; Map shows path continuing 
eastwards beyond D

Sandra Gough 1976 2016 Y 3-4 per year Not B-C; Walking, birdwatching; Brought children on 
nature walks

Joanne Haigh 1985 2016 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Walking

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Lawrie Hanks 1971 2017 Y 20 per year Recreation and Birdwatching

Nicholas Hawkins 1969 2016 Y 4-5 per year Not B-C; Pleasure; Used to be longer, eastwards 
continuation marked on map

Graham Henley 1975 2016 Y 10 per year Pleasure

Robin Henley * 1953 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Dog walking; Started walking when the train stopped; 
Acquainted with previous owners Thorney Croft (1960) 
and Mr Hicks (1990)

Howard Jacobs * 1967 2016 Y 20 per year Pleasure; Walked during lunchtime 1967-2012

Michael Jacobs 1950’s 2016 Y 100 per year Used to walk through to old station; Recent Private Land 
signs; Map shows 2 notice boards and 2 fences across 
path at eastern end

Mark Jacobs 1960’s 2016 Y 8-10 per 
year

Dog walking and wildlife

Sara Janson 1965 2016 Y Most 
months

Pleasure; Western end access moved by a few feet; 
Wildlife info board; directional footpath sign at junction 
with Drive - marked on map

Daniel Johan 1975 2016 Y - Walking and read info boards

Christina Lacey 1965 2016 Y 12-15 per 
year

Pleasure

Richard Lacey 1955 2016 Y Y 10-12 times 
a year

Elizabeth Mitchell 1970 2016 Y Y At leat 1 per 
year

Avoiding main road; Kept horse at Harbour Farm in 70’s 
and 80’s

Richard Newell 1979 2016 Y 20 per year Not B-C; Leisure, Utility; Route changed at back of 
Bembridge Boatyard; RSPB Reserve Noticeboard; 
Narrative included

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Sarah Noyes 1977 2016 Y 15 per year Dog walking; Gate/obstruction at Bembridge Boat Yard; 
Knows owner 1982 - 2016

Kenneth Orchard * 1970’s 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Not B-C; Leisure, dog walking

David Preston 1960 2016 Y Y 50-150 per 
year

Avoid main road

John Richards 1974 2016 Y 40 per year Leisure; Used eastwards continuation until path through 
Bembridge Boatyard closed in approx 2006; Info signs 
about flora and fauna in Bembridge Lagoons - marked 
on map

Yvonne Richards 1972 2016 Y 36 per year Not B-C; Utility and recreation; Path diverted around 
Bembridge Boatyard some years ago; RSPB info boards

Anthony Rumford * 1960 2016 Y Most 
weekends

Birdwatching

Dean Scot 1970’s 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking; Used to walk eastern end until route 
stopped up at back of BMS and boat yard

Pat Scott 1960’s 2016 Y Y Often Walking, Dog waling, Horse riding; Used to go to 
Bembridge station

Susan Simmonds 1970’s 2016 Y Weekly Dog walking

Stanley Skinner * 1975 2016 Y 35 per year Pleasure

Stuart Skinner 1975 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking, Bird watching

Linda Smith * 1950’s 2016 Y Daily Dog walking and shopping; Wildlife info signs - marked 
on map

Derek Sothcott 1964 2016 Y - Dog walking and pleasure

Kay Sothcott 1970 2016 Y Y Weekly Dog walking, Horse riding; Exit used to be near pilot 
boat; Was signposted public footpath

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Andrew Squibb * 1985 2016 Y Y Weekdays To school

Peter Summerhayes 1960 2016 Y 4 per year Not B-C, D-E; Leisure

Graham Sutton 1965 2016 Y 30 times per 
year

Dog walking; Path blocked at Wades Boatyard

Geoffrey Tindle * 1966 2016 Y 2-3 per year Birdwatching; Map shows ‘finish’ at end of eastward 
continuation, but eastward continuation not marked

Penelope Townson 1970 2016 Y 6-12 per 
year

Pleasure

Deborah Valvona 1978 2016 Y Y Y 20-25 per 
year

Walking, Dog walking, horse riding, cycling

Vincent Valvona 1976 2016 Y Y 3-4 per year Pleasure

Faith Wade 1960 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure, Blackberrying; Narrative attached: ’Highways 
Act 1959’ signs put up by Mrs P Stratton to stop people 
walking up the left bank of the Yar. Track originally went 
to station.

Malcolm Wade 1953 2016 Y 6 per year Recreation, Birdwatching; Narrative attached: Used 
track since last train ran in 1953 - walked along side of 
track until rails removed by Cohens; Path used to extend 
further, now stops at boatyard; 2 x 1959 Act signs - one 
on Water Board property beside bridge, other in field on 
Bembridge side of Yar owned by Mrs Stratton to stop 
people walking on and fishing from banks of Yar.

Robin Wade * 1984 2016 Y Y 5-6 per year Pleasure, Dog walking

Susan Way 1968 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Leisure, Dog walking; Wildlife watching

Richard Weaver 1979 2016 Y Y 12-20 per 
year

Pleasure and amenity

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Terence Weaver 1956 2016 Y 3-4 per year Relaxation

Roy Wheeler 1966 2016 Y 300 per year Dog walking and bird watching; Private signs on 
Harbour Farm road

James Wilson 1971 2016 Y - Used path as nature walk as a Cub leader 

Priscilla Wilson 1970’s 2016 Y Weekdays Avoid traffic, Wildlife watching

Stephen Wilson 1971 2016 Y Y 6-8 per year Not B-C, D-E; Utility, Dog walking, Wildlife watching; 
Map shows path continuing to east

Brian Williams Late 
1950’s

2016 Y 10-12 times 
a year

Leisure, Dog walking; Route changed due to fence being 
put across track - in summer could walk edge of lagoon; 
Personal statement added - walked track since rails 
removed bypassing a Toll Gate [tolls abolished in 1971]; 
Notice prohibiting walking related to Banks of River Yar

David Williams 1965 2016 Y 40 per year Pleasure

Sue Williams 1968 2016 Y 16 per year Leisure, Dog walking

Totals: 74 individuals


13*

73


12*

14


4*

8


1*

All cyclists also walk

All horse riders bar 1 also walk

2 people cycle and horse ride

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Table 3: Bembridge DMMO - User Evidence Forms 

People who used Section AB for all years between 1989 - 2009 

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other

Amanda Attrill 1976 2017 Y Daily Dog walking

Valerie Attrill * 1975 2016 Y Lots Horse riding

Sandra Beaney 1956 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking

Connie Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Not B-C; Dog walking

Ken Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Dog walking

Anthea Blackwell 1950’s 2016 Y 5 - 6 per 
month

Not B-C; Birdwatching, shopping, visiting friends, 
blackberrying

Jane Bland 1960 2017 Y 52 per year Pleasure

William Bland 1969 2017 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Leisure

Steven Brooks 1976 2016 Y Y Y Motorcycle Weekly Not B-C; Blackberrying and leisure; The route was also 
included in the marshes area

James Bullin 1960’s 2016 Y 20 per year Recreation

Michael Carline 1970’s 2016 Y 200 per year Leisure; RSPB and Lagoons noticeboards marked on 
map

Martin Coombes 1954 2016 Y Y Many Leisure, dog walking, birdwatching, commute; 
Occasionally cycle

Simon Coombes 1983 2016 Y Y 4-6 per year Bridleway to Harbour Farm, then footpath; Dog walking, 
Pleasure, Commuting; Since baby in pram

Brian Cole 1975 2016 Y Y 50 per year Leisure

Tobba Cole * 1970 2016 Y Y - Leisure, utility, avoid traffic



D Corney * 1970 2016 Y Many

Clive Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Jo Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Cecil Dyer * 1965 2016 Y Y 30 times per 
year

Sunny Eastwick 1950’s 2016 Y Many Dog walking and pleasure

Rosemary Edwards 1966 2016 Y Y Twice a 
week

Believed permissive; Dog walking and horse riding; 
Written statement regarding “No right of way” signage 
and land ownership

George Gaskin 1970’s 2016 Y Y 350 per year Walking and birdwatching; Path used to go through to 
Bembridge until 1970-80 when fence put up. The No 
PROW signs refer to the River Yar and were to stop 
people walking up the riverbank. Map shows fences

Sharon Gaskin 1965 2017 Y 300 per year Leisure, birdwatching, photography; Path used to 
continue to Copse into road - shown on map. Recent 
nature reserve signs. Old ‘Private land trespassers will 
be prosecuted’ sign on rhs of path by metal gate in 
marshes on Thornycroft owned land

David Godfrey 1965 2016 Y 25 - 30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking, recreation

Raymond Gough 1976 2016 Y 2-3 per year Walking, birdwatching; Map shows path continuing 
eastwards beyond D

Sandra Gough 1976 2016 Y 3-4 per year Not B-C; Walking, birdwatching; Brought children on 
nature walks

Joanne Haigh 1985 2016 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Walking

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Lawrie Hanks 1971 2017 Y 20 per year Recreation and Birdwatching

Nicholas Hawkins 1969 2016 Y 4-5 per year Not B-C; Pleasure; Used to be longer, eastwards 
continuation marked on map

Graham Henley 1975 2016 Y 10 per year Pleasure

Robin Henley * 1953 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Dog walking; Started walking when the train stopped; 
Acquainted with previous owners Thorney Croft (1960) 
and Mr Hicks (1990)

Howard Jacobs * 1967 2016 Y 20 per year Pleasure; Walked during lunchtime 1967-2012

Michael Jacobs 1950’s 2016 Y 100 per year Used to walk through to old station; Recent Private Land 
signs; Map shows 2 notice boards and 2 fences across 
path at eastern end

Mark Jacobs 1960’s 2016 Y 8-10 per 
year

Dog walking and wildlife

Sara Janson 1965 2016 Y Most 
months

Pleasure; Western end access moved by a few feet; 
Wildlife info board; directional footpath sign at junction 
with Drive - marked on map

Daniel Johan 1975 2016 Y - Walking and read info boards

Christina Lacey 1965 2016 Y 12-15 per 
year

Pleasure

Richard Lacey 1955 2016 Y Y 10-12 times 
a year

Elizabeth Mitchell 1970 2016 Y Y At leat 1 per 
year

Avoiding main road; Kept horse at Harbour Farm in 70’s 
and 80’s

Richard Newell 1979 2016 Y 20 per year Not B-C; Leisure, Utility; Route changed at back of 
Bembridge Boatyard; RSPB Reserve Noticeboard; 
Narrative included

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Sarah Noyes 1977 2016 Y 15 per year Dog walking; Gate/obstruction at Bembridge Boat Yard; 
Knows owner 1982 - 2016

Kenneth Orchard * 1970’s 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Not B-C; Leisure, dog walking

David Preston 1960 2016 Y Y 50-150 per 
year

Avoid main road

John Richards 1974 2016 Y 40 per year Leisure; Used eastwards continuation until path through 
Bembridge Boatyard closed in approx 2006; Info signs 
about flora and fauna in Bembridge Lagoons - marked 
on map

Yvonne Richards 1972 2016 Y 36 per year Not B-C; Utility and recreation; Path diverted around 
Bembridge Boatyard some years ago; RSPB info boards

Anthony Rumford * 1960 2016 Y Most 
weekends

Birdwatching

Dean Scot 1970’s 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking; Used to walk eastern end until route 
stopped up at back of BMS and boat yard

Pat Scott 1960’s 2016 Y Y Often Walking, Dog waling, Horse riding; Used to go to 
Bembridge station

Susan Simmonds 1970’s 2016 Y Weekly Dog walking

Stanley Skinner * 1975 2016 Y 35 per year Pleasure

Stuart Skinner 1975 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking, Bird watching

Linda Smith * 1950’s 2016 Y Daily Dog walking and shopping; Wildlife info signs - marked 
on map

Derek Sothcott 1964 2016 Y - Dog walking and pleasure

Kay Sothcott 1970 2016 Y Y Weekly Dog walking, Horse riding; Exit used to be near pilot 
boat; Was signposted public footpath

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Andrew Squibb * 1985 2016 Y Y Weekdays To school

Peter Summerhayes 1960 2016 Y 4 per year Not B-C, D-E; Leisure

Graham Sutton 1965 2016 Y 30 times per 
year

Dog walking; Path blocked at Wades Boatyard

Geoffrey Tindle * 1966 2016 Y 2-3 per year Birdwatching; Map shows ‘finish’ at end of eastward 
continuation, but eastward continuation not marked

Penelope Townson 1970 2016 Y 6-12 per 
year

Pleasure

Deborah Valvona 1978 2016 Y Y Y 20-25 per 
year

Walking, Dog walking, horse riding, cycling

Vincent Valvona 1976 2016 Y Y 3-4 per year Pleasure

Faith Wade 1960 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure, Blackberrying; Narrative attached: ’Highways 
Act 1959’ signs put up by Mrs P Stratton to stop people 
walking up the left bank of the Yar. Track originally went 
to station.

Malcolm Wade 1953 2016 Y 6 per year Recreation, Birdwatching; Narrative attached: Used 
track since last train ran in 1953 - walked along side of 
track until rails removed by Cohens; Path used to extend 
further, now stops at boatyard; 2 x 1959 Act signs - one 
on Water Board property beside bridge, other in field on 
Bembridge side of Yar owned by Mrs Stratton to stop 
people walking on and fishing from banks of Yar.

Robin Wade * 1984 2016 Y Y 5-6 per year Pleasure, Dog walking

Susan Way 1968 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Leisure, Dog walking; Wildlife watching

Richard Weaver 1979 2016 Y Y 12-20 per 
year

Pleasure and amenity

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Terence Weaver 1956 2016 Y 3-4 per year Relaxation

Roy Wheeler 1966 2016 Y 300 per year Dog walking and bird watching; Private signs on 
Harbour Farm road

James Wilson 1971 2016 Y - Used path as nature walk as a Cub leader 

Priscilla Wilson 1970’s 2016 Y Weekdays Avoid traffic, Wildlife watching

Stephen Wilson 1971 2016 Y Y 6-8 per year Not B-C, D-E; Utility, Dog walking, Wildlife watching; 
Map shows path continuing to east

Brian Williams Late 
1950’s

2016 Y 10-12 times 
a year

Leisure, Dog walking; Route changed due to fence being 
put across track - in summer could walk edge of lagoon; 
Personal statement added - walked track since rails 
removed bypassing a Toll Gate [tolls abolished in 1971]; 
Notice prohibiting walking related to Banks of River Yar

David Williams 1965 2016 Y 40 per year Pleasure

Sue Williams 1968 2016 Y 16 per year Leisure, Dog walking

Totals: 74 individuals


13*

73


12*

14


4*

8


1*

All cyclists also walk

All horse riders bar 1 also walk

2 people cycle and horse ride

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Table 4: Bembridge DMMO - User Evidence Forms 

People who used Section BD every year between 1989 - 2009 

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other

Amanda Attrill 1976 2017 Y Daily Dog walking

Valerie Attrill * 1975 2016 Y Lots Horse riding

Sandra Beaney 1956 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking

Connie Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Not B-C; Dog walking

Ken Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Dog walking

Anthea Blackwell 1950’s 2016 Y 5 - 6 per 
month

Not B-C; Birdwatching, shopping, visiting friends, 
blackberrying

Jane Bland 1960 2017 Y 52 per year Pleasure

William Bland 1969 2017 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Leisure

Lesley Booth * 1986 2016 Y -

Steven Brooks 1976 2016 Y Y Y Motorcycle Weekly Not B-C; Blackberrying and leisure; The route was also 
included in the marshes area

James Bullin 1960’s 2016 Y 20 per year Recreation

Roy Burrows 1987 2016 Y 25 per year Not B-C; Recreation, Birdwatching; Natural history 
noticeboard; Mr Hicks was the landowner

Michael Carline 1970’s 2016 Y 200 per year Leisure; RSPB and Lagoons noticeboards marked on 
map

Martin Coombes 1954 2016 Y Y Many Leisure, dog walking, birdwatching, commute; 
Occasionally cycle

Simon Coombes 1983 2016 Y Y 4-6 per year Bridleway to Harbour Farm, then footpath; Dog walking, 
Pleasure, Commuting; Since baby in pram



Brian Cole 1975 2016 Y Y 50 per year Leisure

Tobba Cole * 1970 2016 Y Y - Leisure, utility, avoid traffic

D Corney * 1970 2016 Y Many

Clive Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Jo Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Cecil Dyer * 1965 2016 Y Y 30 times per 
year

Sunny Eastwick 1950’s 2016 Y Many Dog walking and pleasure

Rosemary Edwards 1966 2016 Y Y Twice a 
week

Believed permissive; Dog walking and horse riding; 
Written statement regarding “No right of way” signage 
and land ownership

Jonathan Fitness 1997 2016 Y 10 - 15 per 
year

Utility and pleasure; RSPB Boards and Wildlife Info

George Gaskin 1970’s 2016 Y Y 350 per year Walking and birdwatching; Path used to go through to 
Bembridge until 1970-80 when fence put up. The No 
PROW signs refer to the River Yar and were to stop 
people walking up the riverbank. Map shows fences

Sharon Gaskin 1965 2017 Y 300 per year Leisure, birdwatching, photography; Path used to 
continue to Copse into road - shown on map. Recent 
nature reserve signs. Old ‘Private land trespassers will 
be prosecuted’ sign on rhs of path by metal gate in 
marshes on Thornycroft owned land

David Godfrey 1965 2016 Y 25 - 30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking, recreation

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Raymond Gough 1976 2016 Y 2-3 per year Walking, birdwatching; Map shows path continuing 
eastwards beyond D

Sandra Gough 1976 2016 Y 3-4 per year Not B-C; Walking, birdwatching; Brought children on 
nature walks

Joanne Haigh 1985 2016 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Walking

Lawrie Hanks 1971 2017 Y 20 per year Recreation and Birdwatching

Nicholas Hawkins 1969 2016 Y 4-5 per year Not B-C; Pleasure; Used to be longer, eastwards 
continuation marked on map

Graham Henley 1975 2016 Y 10 per year Pleasure

Robin Henley * 1953 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Dog walking; Started walking when the train stopped; 
Acquainted with previous owners Thorney Croft (1960) 
and Mr Hicks (1990)

Elizabeth Hicks 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Walking; Path public since railway closed in 1950’s

R Humphrey * Late 
1980’s

2011 Y 12 per year Pleasure

Howard Jacobs * 1967 2016 Y 20 per year Pleasure; Walked during lunchtime 1967-2012

Michael Jacobs 1950’s 2016 Y 100 per year Used to walk through to old station; Recent Private Land 
signs; Map shows 2 notice boards and 2 fences across 
path at eastern end

Mark Jacobs 1960’s 2016 Y 8-10 per 
year

Dog walking and wildlife

Sara Janson 1965 2016 Y Most 
months

Pleasure; Western end access moved by a few feet; 
Wildlife info board; directional footpath sign at junction 
with Drive - marked on map

Daniel Johan 1975 2016 Y - Walking and read info boards

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Christina Lacey 1965 2016 Y 12-15 per 
year

Pleasure

Richard Lacey 1955 2016 Y Y 10-12 times 
a year

Linda Lane 1986 2016 Y 200 per year Dog walking, Bird watching; Private signs on road 
leading to Harbour Farm - marked on map

Elizabeth Mitchell 1970 2016 Y Y At leat 1 per 
year

Avoiding main road; Kept horse at Harbour Farm in 70’s 
and 80’s

Richard Newell 1979 2016 Y 20 per year Not B-C; Leisure, Utility; Route changed at back of 
Bembridge Boatyard; RSPB Reserve Noticeboard; 
Narrative included

Philip Norris 1987 2016 Y 50 per year Home to Yacht Club and Marina; Refers to using the 
path under the Prescriptive Act 1832

Sarah Noyes 1977 2016 Y 15 per year Dog walking; Gate/obstruction at Bembridge Boat Yard; 
Knows owner 1982 - 2016

Kenneth Orchard * 1970’s 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Not B-C; Leisure, dog walking

Linda Orchard * 1986 2016 Y 6 per year Not B-C; Recreation, Bird watching, Blackberrying

David Preston 1960 2016 Y Y 50-150 per 
year

Avoid main road

John Richards 1974 2016 Y 40 per year Leisure; Used eastwards continuation until path through 
Bembridge Boatyard closed in approx 2006; Info signs 
about flora and fauna in Bembridge Lagoons - marked 
on map

Yvonne Richards 1972 2016 Y 36 per year Not B-C; Utility and recreation; Path diverted around 
Bembridge Boatyard some years ago; RSPB info boards

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Thomas Robinson 1988 2016 Y Y 20 - 30 per 
year

Utility, Leisure, Dog walking; Natural history info notice 
with map; Used to use path to get to work on foot and 
bike, now for dog walking

Anthony Rumford * 1960 2016 Y Most 
weekends

Birdwatching

Dean Scot 1970’s 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking; Used to walk eastern end until route 
stopped up at back of BMS and boat yard

Pat Scott 1960’s 2016 Y Y Often Walking, Dog waling, Horse riding; Used to go to 
Bembridge station

Sarah Simmonds 1986 2016 Y Weekly Avoid busy road

Susan Simmonds 1970’s 2016 Y Weekly Dog walking

Stanley Skinner * 1975 2016 Y 35 per year Pleasure

Stuart Skinner 1975 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking, Bird watching

Anthony Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure

Elaine Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure

Linda Smith * 1950’s 2016 Y Daily Dog walking and shopping; Wildlife info signs - marked 
on map

Derek Sothcott 1964 2016 Y - Dog walking and pleasure

Kay Sothcott 1970 2016 Y Y Weekly Dog walking, Horse riding; Exit used to be near pilot 
boat; Was signposted public footpath

Andrew Squibb * 1985 2016 Y Y Weekdays To school

Peter Summerhayes 1960 2016 Y 4 per year Not B-C, D-E; Leisure

Graham Sutton 1965 2016 Y 30 times per 
year

Dog walking; Path blocked at Wades Boatyard

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Geoffrey Tindle * 1966 2016 Y 2-3 per year Birdwatching; Map shows ‘finish’ at end of eastward 
continuation, but eastward continuation not marked

Penelope Townson 1970 2016 Y 6-12 per 
year

Pleasure

Deborah Valvona 1978 2016 Y Y Y 20-25 per 
year

Walking, Dog walking, horse riding, cycling

Vincent Valvona 1976 2016 Y Y 3-4 per year Pleasure

Faith Wade 1960 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure, Blackberrying; Narrative attached: ’Highways 
Act 1959’ signs put up by Mrs P Stratton to stop people 
walking up the left bank of the Yar. Track originally went 
to station.

Malcolm Wade 1953 2016 Y 6 per year Recreation, Birdwatching; Narrative attached: Used 
track since last train ran in 1953 - walked along side of 
track until rails removed by Cohens; Path used to extend 
further, now stops at boatyard; 2 x 1959 Act signs - one 
on Water Board property beside bridge, other in field on 
Bembridge side of Yar owned by Mrs Stratton to stop 
people walking on and fishing from banks of Yar.

Robin Wade * 1984 2016 Y Y 5-6 per year Pleasure, Dog walking

Susan Way 1968 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Leisure, Dog walking; Wildlife watching

Richard Weaver 1979 2016 Y Y 12-20 per 
year

Pleasure and amenity

Terence Weaver 1956 2016 Y 3-4 per year Relaxation

Roy Wheeler 1966 2016 Y 300 per year Dog walking and bird watching; Private signs on 
Harbour Farm road

David Whiting 1988 2016 Y 25 per year Not B-C; Dog walking, Leisure

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Susan Whiting 1988 2016 Y 50-60 per 
year

Dog walking, exercise, bird watching

James Wilson 1971 2016 Y - Used path as nature walk as a Cub leader 

Priscilla Wilson 1970’s 2016 Y Weekdays Avoid traffic, Wildlife watching

Stephen Wilson 1971 2016 Y Y 6-8 per year Not B-C, D-E; Utility, Dog walking, Wildlife watching; 
Map shows path continuing to east

Brian Williams Late 
1950’s

2016 Y 10-12 times 
a year

Leisure, Dog walking; Route changed due to fence being 
put across track - in summer could walk edge of lagoon; 
Personal statement added - walked track since rails 
removed bypassing a Toll Gate [tolls abolished in 1971]; 
Notice prohibiting walking related to Banks of River Yar

David Williams 1965 2016 Y 40 per year Pleasure

Sue Williams 1968 2016 Y 16 per year Leisure, Dog walking

Totals: 88 individuals


16*

87


15*

15


4*

8


1*

All cyclists also walk

All horse riders bar 1 also walk

2 people cycle and horse ride

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Table 5: Bembridge DMMO - User Evidence Forms 

People Who Used Section BC Every Year between 1989 - 2009 

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other

Amanda Attrill 1976 2017 Y Daily Dog walking

Valerie Attrill * 1975 2016 Y Lots Horse riding

Ken Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Dog walking

Jane Bland 1960 2017 Y 52 per year Pleasure

Lesley Booth * 1986 2016 Y -

James Bullin 1960’s 2016 Y 20 per year Recreation

Michael Carline 1970’s 2016 Y 200 per year Leisure; RSPB and Lagoons noticeboards marked on 
map

Martin Coombes 1954 2016 Y Y Many Leisure, dog walking, birdwatching, commute; 
Occasionally cycle

Simon Coombes 1983 2016 Y Y 4-6 per year Bridleway to Harbour Farm, then footpath; Dog walking, 
Pleasure, Commuting; Since baby in pram

Brian Cole 1975 2016 Y Y 50 per year Leisure

Tobba Cole * 1970 2016 Y Y - Leisure, utility, avoid traffic

D Corney * 1970 2016 Y Many

Clive Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Jo Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Cecil Dyer * 1965 2016 Y Y 30 times per 
year



Sunny Eastwick 1950’s 2016 Y Many Dog walking and pleasure

Rosemary Edwards 1966 2016 Y Y Twice a 
week

Believed permissive; Dog walking and horse riding; 
Written statement regarding “No right of way” signage 
and land ownership

George Gaskin 1970’s 2016 Y Y 350 per year Walking and birdwatching; Path used to go through to 
Bembridge until 1970-80 when fence put up. The No 
PROW signs refer to the River Yar and were to stop 
people walking up the riverbank. Map shows fences

Sharon Gaskin 1965 2017 Y 300 per year Leisure, birdwatching, photography; Path used to 
continue to Copse into road - shown on map. Recent 
nature reserve signs. Old ‘Private land trespassers will 
be prosecuted’ sign on rhs of path by metal gate in 
marshes on Thornycroft owned land

Raymond Gough 1976 2016 Y 2-3 per year Walking, birdwatching; Map shows path continuing 
eastwards beyond D

Lawrie Hanks 1971 2017 Y 20 per year Recreation and Birdwatching

Graham Henley 1975 2016 Y 10 per year Pleasure

Robin Henley * 1953 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Dog walking; Started walking when the train stopped; 
Acquainted with previous owners Thorney Croft (1960) 
and Mr Hicks (1990)

Elizabeth Hicks 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Walking; Path public since railway closed in 1950’s

R Humphrey * Late 
1980’s

2011 Y 12 per year Pleasure

Howard Jacobs * 1967 2016 Y 20 per year Pleasure; Walked during lunchtime 1967-2012

Michael Jacobs 1950’s 2016 Y 100 per year Used to walk through to old station; Recent Private Land 
signs; Map shows 2 notice boards and 2 fences across 
path at eastern end

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Mark Jacobs 1960’s 2016 Y 8-10 per 
year

Dog walking and wildlife

Sara Janson 1965 2016 Y Most 
months

Pleasure; Western end access moved by a few feet; 
Wildlife info board; directional footpath sign at junction 
with Drive - marked on map

Daniel Johan 1975 2016 Y - Walking and read info boards

Christina Lacey 1965 2016 Y 12-15 per 
year

Pleasure

Richard Lacey 1955 2016 Y Y 10-12 times 
a year

Linda Lane 1986 2016 Y 200 per year Dog walking, Bird watching; Private signs on road 
leading to Harbour Farm - marked on map

Elizabeth Mitchell 1970 2016 Y Y At leat 1 per 
year

Avoiding main road; Kept horse at Harbour Farm in 70’s 
and 80’s

Philip Norris 1987 2016 Y 50 per year Home to Yacht Club and Marina; Refers to using the 
path under the Prescriptive Act 1832

Sarah Noyes 1977 2016 Y 15 per year Dog walking; Gate/obstruction at Bembridge Boat Yard; 
Knows owner 1982 - 2016

David Preston 1960 2016 Y Y 50-150 per 
year

Avoid main road

John Richards 1974 2016 Y 40 per year Leisure; Used eastwards continuation until path through 
Bembridge Boatyard closed in approx 2006; Info signs 
about flora and fauna in Bembridge Lagoons - marked 
on map

Thomas Robinson 1988 2016 Y Y 20 - 30 per 
year

Utility, Leisure, Dog walking; Natural history info notice 
with map; Used to use path to get to work on foot and 
bike, now for dog walking

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Anthony Rumford * 1960 2016 Y Most 
weekends

Birdwatching

Dean Scot 1970’s 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking; Used to walk eastern end until route 
stopped up at back of BMS and boat yard

Pat Scott 1960’s 2016 Y Y Often Walking, Dog waling, Horse riding; Used to go to 
Bembridge station

Sarah Simmonds 1986 2016 Y Weekly Avoid busy road

Susan Simmonds 1970’s 2016 Y Weekly Dog walking

Stanley Skinner * 1975 2016 Y 35 per year Pleasure

Stuart Skinner 1975 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking, Bird watching

Anthony Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure

Elaine Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure

Linda Smith * 1950’s 2016 Y Daily Dog walking and shopping; Wildlife info signs - marked 
on map

Derek Sothcott 1964 2016 Y - Dog walking and pleasure

Kay Sothcott 1970 2016 Y Y Weekly Dog walking, Horse riding; Exit used to be near pilot 
boat; Was signposted public footpath

Andrew Squibb * 1985 2016 Y Y Weekdays To school

Graham Sutton 1965 2016 Y 30 times per 
year

Dog walking; Path blocked at Wades Boatyard

Geoffrey Tindle * 1966 2016 Y 2-3 per year Birdwatching; Map shows ‘finish’ at end of eastward 
continuation, but eastward continuation not marked

Penelope Townson 1970 2016 Y 6-12 per 
year

Pleasure

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Deborah Valvona 1978 2016 Y Y Y 20-25 per 
year

Walking, Dog walking, horse riding, cycling

Vincent Valvona 1976 2016 Y Y 3-4 per year Pleasure

Faith Wade 1960 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure, Blackberrying; Narrative attached: ’Highways 
Act 1959’ signs put up by Mrs P Stratton to stop people 
walking up the left bank of the Yar. Track originally went 
to station.

Malcolm Wade 1953 2016 Y 6 per year Recreation, Birdwatching; Narrative attached: Used 
track since last train ran in 1953 - walked along side of 
track until rails removed by Cohens; Path used to extend 
further, now stops at boatyard; 2 x 1959 Act signs - one 
on Water Board property beside bridge, other in field on 
Bembridge side of Yar owned by Mrs Stratton to stop 
people walking on and fishing from banks of Yar.

Robin Wade * 1984 2016 Y Y 5-6 per year Pleasure, Dog walking

Susan Way 1968 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Leisure, Dog walking; Wildlife watching

Richard Weaver 1979 2016 Y Y 12-20 per 
year

Pleasure and amenity

Terence Weaver 1956 2016 Y 3-4 per year Relaxation

Roy Wheeler 1966 2016 Y 300 per year Dog walking and bird watching; Private signs on 
Harbour Farm road

Susan Whiting 1988 2016 Y 50-60 per 
year

Dog walking, exercise, bird watching

James Wilson 1971 2016 Y - Used path as nature walk as a Cub leader 

Priscilla Wilson 1970’s 2016 Y Weekdays Avoid traffic, Wildlife watching

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Brian Williams Late 
1950’s

2016 Y 10-12 times 
a year

Leisure, Dog walking; Route changed due to fence being 
put across track - in summer could walk edge of lagoon; 
Personal statement added - walked track since rails 
removed bypassing a Toll Gate [tolls abolished in 1971]; 
Notice prohibiting walking related to Banks of River Yar

David Williams 1965 2016 Y 40 per year Pleasure

Sue Williams 1968 2016 Y 16 per year Leisure, Dog walking

Totals: 70 individuals


14*

73


13*

13


4*

7


1*

All cyclists also walk

All horse riders bar 1 also walk

1 person cycles and horse rides

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Table 6: Bembridge DMMO - User Evidence Forms 

People who used Section DE every year between 1989 - 2009 

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other

Amanda Attrill 1976 2017 Y Daily Dog walking

Valerie Attrill * 1975 2016 Y Lots Horse riding

Sandra Beaney 1956 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking

Connie Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Not B-C; Dog walking

Ken Beckley 1981 2016 Y - Dog walking

Anthea Blackwell 1950’s 2016 Y 5 - 6 per 
month

Not B-C; Birdwatching, shopping, visiting friends, 
blackberrying

Jane Bland 1960 2017 Y 52 per year Pleasure

William Bland 1969 2017 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Leisure

Lesley Booth * 1986 2016 Y -

Steven Brooks 1976 2016 Y Y Y Motorcycle Weekly Not B-C; Blackberrying and leisure; The route was also 
included in the marshes area

James Bullin 1960’s 2016 Y 20 per year Recreation

Roy Burrows 1987 2016 Y 25 per year Not B-C; Recreation, Birdwatching; Natural history 
noticeboard; Mr Hicks was the landowner

Michael Carline 1970’s 2016 Y 200 per year Leisure; RSPB and Lagoons noticeboards marked on 
map

Martin Coombes 1954 2016 Y Y Many Leisure, dog walking, birdwatching, commute; 
Occasionally cycle

Simon Coombes 1983 2016 Y Y 4-6 per year Bridleway to Harbour Farm, then footpath; Dog walking, 
Pleasure, Commuting; Since baby in pram



Brian Cole 1975 2016 Y Y 50 per year Leisure

Tobba Cole * 1970 2016 Y Y - Leisure, utility, avoid traffic

D Corney * 1970 2016 Y Many

Clive Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Jo Dove 1965 2016 Y 15 - 20 per 
year

Dog walking

Cecil Dyer * 1965 2016 Y Y 30 times per 
year

Sunny Eastwick 1950’s 2016 Y Many Dog walking and pleasure

Rosemary Edwards 1966 2016 Y Y Twice a 
week

Believed permissive; Dog walking and horse riding; 
Written statement regarding “No right of way” signage 
and land ownership

George Gaskin 1970’s 2016 Y Y 350 per year Walking and birdwatching; Path used to go through to 
Bembridge until 1970-80 when fence put up. The No 
PROW signs refer to the River Yar and were to stop 
people walking up the riverbank. Map shows fences

Sharon Gaskin 1965 2017 Y 300 per year Leisure, birdwatching, photography; Path used to 
continue to Copse into road - shown on map. Recent 
nature reserve signs. Old ‘Private land trespassers will 
be prosecuted’ sign on rhs of path by metal gate in 
marshes on Thornycroft owned land

David Godfrey 1965 2016 Y 25 - 30 per 
year

Not B-C; Dog walking, recreation

Raymond Gough 1976 2016 Y 2-3 per year Walking, birdwatching; Map shows path continuing 
eastwards beyond D

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Sandra Gough 1976 2016 Y 3-4 per year Not B-C; Walking, birdwatching; Brought children on 
nature walks

Joanne Haigh 1985 2016 Y 12 per year Not B-C; Walking

Lawrie Hanks 1971 2017 Y 20 per year Recreation and Birdwatching

Nicholas Hawkins 1969 2016 Y 4-5 per year Not B-C; Pleasure; Used to be longer, eastwards 
continuation marked on map

Graham Henley 1975 2016 Y 10 per year Pleasure

Robin Henley * 1953 2016 Y 20-30 per 
year

Dog walking; Started walking when the train stopped; 
Acquainted with previous owners Thorney Croft (1960) 
and Mr Hicks (1990)

Elizabeth Hicks 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Walking; Path public since railway closed in 1950’s

R Humphrey * Late 
1980’s

2011 Y 12 per year Pleasure

Howard Jacobs * 1967 2016 Y 20 per year Pleasure; Walked during lunchtime 1967-2012

Michael Jacobs 1950’s 2016 Y 100 per year Used to walk through to old station; Recent Private Land 
signs; Map shows 2 notice boards and 2 fences across 
path at eastern end

Mark Jacobs 1960’s 2016 Y 8-10 per 
year

Dog walking and wildlife

Sara Janson 1965 2016 Y Most 
months

Pleasure; Western end access moved by a few feet; 
Wildlife info board; directional footpath sign at junction 
with Drive - marked on map

Daniel Johan 1975 2016 Y - Walking and read info boards

Christina Lacey 1965 2016 Y 12-15 per 
year

Pleasure

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Richard Lacey 1955 2016 Y Y 10-12 times 
a year

Linda Lane 1986 2016 Y 200 per year Dog walking, Bird watching; Private signs on road 
leading to Harbour Farm - marked on map

Elizabeth Mitchell 1970 2016 Y Y At least 1 
per year

Avoiding main road; Kept horse at Harbour Farm in 70’s 
and 80’s

Richard Newell 1979 2016 Y 20 per year Not B-C; Leisure, Utility; Route changed at back of 
Bembridge Boatyard; RSPB Reserve Noticeboard; 
Narrative included

Philip Norris 1987 2016 Y 50 per year Home to Yacht Club and Marina; Refers to using the 
path under the Prescriptive Act 1832

Sarah Noyes 1977 2016 Y 15 per year Dog walking; Gate/obstruction at Bembridge Boat Yard; 
Knows owner 1982 - 2016

Kenneth Orchard * 1970’s 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Not B-C; Leisure, dog walking

Linda Orchard * 1986 2016 Y 6 per year Not B-C; Recreation, Bird watching, Blackberrying

David Preston 1960 2016 Y Y 50-150 per 
year

Avoid main road

John Richards 1974 2016 Y 40 per year Leisure; Used eastwards continuation until path through 
Bembridge Boatyard closed in approx 2006; Info signs 
about flora and fauna in Bembridge Lagoons - marked 
on map

Yvonne Richards 1972 2016 Y 36 per year Not B-C; Utility and recreation; Path diverted around 
Bembridge Boatyard some years ago; RSPB info boards

Thomas Robinson 1988 2016 Y Y 20 - 30 per 
year

Utility, Leisure, Dog walking; Natural history info notice 
with map; Used to use path to get to work on foot and 
bike, now for dog walking

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Anthony Rumford * 1960 2016 Y Most 
weekends

Birdwatching

Dean Scot 1970’s 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking; Used to walk eastern end until route 
stopped up at back of BMS and boat yard

Pat Scott 1960’s 2016 Y Y Often Walking, Dog waling, Horse riding; Used to go to 
Bembridge station

Sarah Simmonds 1986 2016 Y Weekly Avoid busy road

Susan Simmonds 1970’s 2016 Y Weekly Dog walking

Stanley Skinner * 1975 2016 Y 35 per year Pleasure

Stuart Skinner 1975 2016 Y 50 per year Dog walking, Bird watching

Anthony Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure

Elaine Smart 1986 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure

Linda Smith * 1950’s 2016 Y Daily Dog walking and shopping; Wildlife info signs - marked 
on map

Derek Sothcott 1964 2016 Y - Dog walking and pleasure

Kay Sothcott 1970 2016 Y Y Weekly Dog walking, Horse riding; Exit used to be near pilot 
boat; Was signposted public footpath

Andrew Squibb * 1985 2016 Y Y Weekdays To school

Graham Sutton 1965 2016 Y 30 times per 
year

Dog walking; Path blocked at Wades Boatyard

Geoffrey Tindle * 1966 2016 Y 2-3 per year Birdwatching; Map shows ‘finish’ at end of eastward 
continuation, but eastward continuation not marked

Penelope Townson 1970 2016 Y 6-12 per 
year

Pleasure

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Deborah Valvona 1978 2016 Y Y Y 20-25 per 
year

Walking, Dog walking, horse riding, cycling

Vincent Valvona 1976 2016 Y Y 3-4 per year Pleasure

Faith Wade 1960 2016 Y 3-4 per year Leisure, Blackberrying; Narrative attached: ’Highways 
Act 1959’ signs put up by Mrs P Stratton to stop people 
walking up the left bank of the Yar. Track originally went 
to station.

Malcolm Wade 1953 2016 Y 6 per year Recreation, Birdwatching; Narrative attached: Used 
track since last train ran in 1953 - walked along side of 
track until rails removed by Cohens; Path used to extend 
further, now stops at boatyard; 2 x 1959 Act signs - one 
on Water Board property beside bridge, other in field on 
Bembridge side of Yar owned by Mrs Stratton to stop 
people walking on and fishing from banks of Yar.

Robin Wade * 1984 2016 Y Y 5-6 per year Pleasure, Dog walking

Susan Way 1968 2016 Y 10-15 per 
year

Leisure, Dog walking; Wildlife watching

Richard Weaver 1979 2016 Y Y 12-20 per 
year

Pleasure and amenity

Terence Weaver 1956 2016 Y 3-4 per year Relaxation

Roy Wheeler 1966 2016 Y 300 per year Dog walking and bird watching; Private signs on 
Harbour Farm road

David Whiting 1988 2016 Y 25 per year Not B-C; Dog walking, Leisure

Susan Whiting 1988 2016 Y 50-60 per 
year

Dog walking, exercise, bird watching

James Wilson 1971 2016 Y - Used path as nature walk as a Cub leader 

Priscilla Wilson 1970’s 2016 Y Weekdays Avoid traffic, Wildlife watching

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other



Brian Williams Late 
1950’s

2016 Y 10-12 times 
a year

Leisure, Dog walking; Route changed due to fence being 
put across track - in summer could walk edge of lagoon; 
Personal statement added - walked track since rails 
removed bypassing a Toll Gate [tolls abolished in 1971]; 
Notice prohibiting walking related to Banks of River Yar

David Williams 1965 2016 Y 40 per year Pleasure

Sue Williams 1968 2016 Y 16 per year Leisure, Dog walking

Totals: 85 individuals


16*

85


16*

14


4*

8


1*

All cyclists also walk

All horse riders bar 1 also walk

2 people cycle and horse ride

Name 
* = not willing to 
attend Inquiry

Start Date End Date Use Frequency Comments

Foot Cycle Horse Other
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